SUPPORT BREASTFEEDING MOMS BY CO-SPONSORING AND PASSING THE
PUMP FOR NURSING MOTHERS ACT (S. 1658)

Dear Senator:

As we grapple with a devastating baby formula shortage, many mothers would like to breastfeed
and protect their milk supply but cannot because they lack the break time and a private space to

pump at work. In this urgent moment, it is critical that the Senate does all it can to support infant
nutrition security, including breastfeeding, formula feeding, or for many, a combination of both.

Senators can take an important step right now and improve the lives of mothers and babies
across the country by co-sponsoring the PUMP for Nursing Mothers Act and supporting its
immediate passage.

The PUMP for Nursing Mothers Act would protect breastfeeding employees across the nation by
strengthening the existing Break Time for Nursing Mothers law. Passed in 2010, the law ensured
that employees would have reasonable break time and a private place to pump breast milk. It’s a
common sense, highly flexible law that has worked well for employers and employees for more
than a decade. Unfortunately, the placement of the law within the statute that regulates the
payment of overtime resulted in 9 million women — nearly one in four women of childbearing
age — being unintentionally excluded from coverage, and without a clear right to break time and
space to pump breast milk.

The PUMP for Nursing Mothers Act advanced out of the Senate HELP Committee with
unanimous bipartisan support in May 2021 and passed the House with a strong bipartisan vote
(267-149) in October 2021. It is now time for the Senate to pass the PUMP for Nursing
Mothers Act. In the midst of the current crisis where mothers are struggling to feed their
babies, the Senate must act now so that providing breast milk to our babies is a viable
option for more families.

As so many families have shared, breastfeeding isn't free and easy. It is even more difficult for
the one in four mothers who return to work within just two weeks of giving birth, and half of
whom return before their babies are three months old. Without the PUMP for Nursing Mothers
Act, too many will continue to struggle to feed their babies, face serious health consequences,
including risk of painful illness and infection, diminished milk supply, or inability to continue
breastfeeding.

But there are solutions to these problems. With one vote the Senate could respond to the current
calamity and demonstrate its support for mothers and families across the country: now is the
time for the Senate to pass the PUMP for Nursing Mothers Act.

Sincerely,
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